
BEACH ACCESS

STATS

Marine Reserve
12.4 SQ MI

Marine Protected Area
7.6 SQ MI

Monitoring Began
2014

Depth Range
0 – 164 FT

VISIT CAPE FALCON MARINE RESERVE

At Cape Falcon the seafloor is dominated by sand providing ideal 
habitat for crabs and other animals that like soft bottom habitats. 
In shallower waters, the reserve has small isolated patches of rock 
where we find black rockfish, lingcod, kelp greenling, and buffalo 
sculpins. Along the shore, you’ll find rocky intertidal habitats to the 
north and south ends of Short Sand Beach and at the north end of 
Neahkahnie Beach where you can spot sea stars, anenomes and 
other tidepool wildlife.

The marine reserve is located just offshore from the popular Oswald 
West State Park. Hiking trails atop the Cape provide views out over 
the reserve. Visitors can look over the marine reserve from the 
Neahkahnie Mountain Highway 101 overlooks, or from several hiking 
trails. They can also enjoy beach walking, ocean sports, and viewing 
wildlife from Neahkahnie and Short Sand Beaches. Nearby towns and 
ports include Astoria, Warrenton, Seaside, Cannon Beach, Manzanita, 
and Garibaldi.

Oswald West State Park:

Short Sand Beach Trail

Cape Falcon Trail

Neahkahnie Mountain Trail

Devil’s Cauldron / Elk Flats Trail

RECOMMENDED HIKES VIEWPOINTS

Neahkahnie Mountain

Highway 101

Manzanita Beach

Oswald West State Park:

    Devil’s Cauldron Trail

VISITOR CENTER

Manzanita Visitor Center  

(503)812-5510 

VIDEO

Learn more at
oregontidepools.org

Download the
etiquette guide

DISCOVER THE NATURAL WONDERS OF OREGON’S OCEAN

Manzanita Beach

Short Sand Beach

Oregon’s Ocean Legacy

https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/parks-wilderness/oswald-west-state-park
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/beaches/short-sand-beach
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/hikes/cape-falcon-hike
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/hikes/neahkahnie-mountain-hike
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/beaches/manzanita-beach
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/parks-wilderness/oswald-west-state-park
http://exploremanzanita.com/contact/
http://oregonmarinereserves.com/content/uploads/2018/09/tidepooletiquette_odfw.pdf
http://oregonmarinereserves.com/content/uploads/2018/09/tidepooletiquette_odfw.pdf
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/beaches/manzanita-beach
https://www.outdoorproject.com/adventures/oregon/beaches/short-sand-beach
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-4l_Ury5Mo&feature=youtu.be


Cape Falcon Marine Reserve
Habitat

Cape Falcon Marine Reserve
Habitat

Oregon State Parks Pass     
(offers one-day, 12-month, 
and 24-month passes)

Oregon Coast Pacific Passport 
(offers 5-day and 12-month 
passes)

PARKING / PERMITS

www.oregonmarinereserves.com ODFW Newport - (541)867-4741

MORE INFORMATION

The Cape Falcon Marine Reserve 
is located on Oregon’s north 
coast, just off of Oswald West 
State Park near the town of 
Manzanita. This is Oregon’s 
northernmost site and includes 
a marine reserve plus two MPAs.

NW Womans Surf Camps
Cannon Beach Surf Shop
Oregon Surf Adventures
NW Surf Lessons

SURFING

Friends of Cape Falcon Marine Reserve

Haystack Rock Awareness Program

Lower Nehalem Community Trust

Lower Nehalem Watershed Council

North Coast Land Conservancy

Surfrider Portland Chapter

Visit Tillamook Coast

Pelican Monitoring (May + Sept.)

Seabird Monitoring (June)

BioBlitz / iNaturalist Monitoring

Black Oystercatcher Monitoring

Beached Birds Survey

King Tides Photo Initiative

Marine Debris Monitoring

For more information, email capefalconmr@gmail.com

BE A COMMUNITY SCIENTIST

Garibaldi Charters 
(503)322-0007

Explore Nature Tillamook 
Coast

ECO TOURS

Oregon Marine Reserves Flickr
Oregon State Parks Flickr

PHOTOS

Cape Falcon Marine 
Reserve Events Listings

EVENTS

GET INVOLVED

https://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=visit.dsp_dayuse
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd574927.pdf
http://www.oregonmarinereserves.com
https://nwwomenssurfcamps.com
http://cannonbeachsurf.com/surfing-lessons/
http://www.oregonsurfadventures.com
https://www.nwsurflessons.com
http://www.nehalemtrust.org/capefalconmr
https://www.ci.cannon-beach.or.us/hrap
https://www.nehalemtrust.org/
http://lnwc.nehalem.org/
https://nclctrust.org/
https://portland.surfrider.org/
https://tillamookcoast.com
https://audubonportland.org/issues/community-science
https://audubonportland.org/issues/community-science
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/the-cape-falcon-species-inventory
https://audubonportland.org/issues/community-science
https://depts.washington.edu/coasst/involved/birds.html
https://www.oregonkingtides.net/
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/research/marine-debris-monitoring-and-assessment-project
mailto:capefalconmr%40gmail.com?subject=Community%20Scientist%20at%20Cape%20Falcon
https://garibaldicharters.com
https://www.explorenaturetillamookcoast.com
https://www.explorenaturetillamookcoast.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ormarinereserves/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/orstateparks/albums
http://www.nehalemtrust.org/capefalconmr/
http://www.nehalemtrust.org/capefalconmr/

